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The original inspiration to walk in the state of Vermont to
shut down Vermont Yankee came from the teachings of Gandhi
and the Buddhist monk Nichidatsu Fujii Gurugi, founder of the
order of Nipponzan Myohoji.

Since I personally have walked with monks of Nipponzan
Myohoji since 1986 to bring about a nuclear free world, it seemed
obvious that this practice of walking and praying to wake people
up about the dangers inherent in nuclear power generally, and
Vermont Yankee in particular, was essential.

The Buddhist order of Nipponzan Myohoji joined Citizens
Awareness Network in sponsoring the walk and the Buddhist nun
Ichikawa offered to be the spiritual leader of the walk. Every step
of the walk was in unison with a Budhhist Prayer.

I have walked on many walks remembering the atrocities of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and since the issue of nuclear power
and nuclear weapons was very much in my mind, I began what
would became a series of 3 walks in the summer of 2006 begin-
ning on Hiroshima Day and ending on Nagasaki Day. This walk
was extremely well supported and energizing and at its end people
encouraged me to do it again.

More than 100 people
turned out for a CAN spon-
sored rally on Sunday, July 22
at the Brattleboro Town Com-
mon. The event was called
“Green and Nuclear Free — A
Community Gathering in Fa-
vor of Energy Efficiency, Re-
newable Energy, and Closing
Vermont Yankee.”

There was music by
Charlie King (“One of the fin-
est singers and songwriters of
our time,” according to Pete
Seeger) and Derrik Jordan on
a looped electric violin, plus a
comedy performance by Will
Nukem (aka Court Dorsey).
There were short speeches  by Vermont state Senator Jeanette
White, state Rep. Richard Marek, Deb Katz of CAN, and others.
There was free ice cream!

Rally and Action at Vermont Yankee
At 2 p.m. about 50 people

car-pooled from the town
common to the Vermont Yan-
kee reactor  for the action. Six
people were arrested for
blocking the entrance with
their bodies, an act of non-vio-
lent civil disobedience.

The event was also spon-
sored by the Vermont Yankee
Decommissioning Alliance,
Nuclear Free Vermont, and the
New England Coalition.

These types of actions have
a long history of success.
Charlie King  performed at a
June 3, 1979 rally of 17,000
people in favor of closing the

Shoreham nuclear power plant in New York (hundreds were ar-
rested for non-violent civil disobedience).  Shoreham was soon
permanently closed! Other nuclear plants that have been perma-
nently closed following public protest and action include Yankee
Rowe in MA, Maine Yankee,  Millstone 1 and CT Yankee in CT,
and Rancho Seco (Sacremento, CA, closed by a voter’s referen-
dum of those who lived near the plant).

- Eesha Williams, Dummerston, VT, author, “Grassroots Jour-
nalism” (www.grassrootsjournalism.org)

Walk for a Nuclear-Free Future
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Even though there
were no major victories,
2007 has been one of the
most exciting and event-
ful years in CAN’s his-
tory! Certainly there
have been years with
greater accomplish-
ments we could point to
… like 1992, when we
shut Yankee Rowe and
proved that a small com-
munity could take on the
nuclear industry and
win … or 1996, when
we helped shut down all
four nukes in CT, two of
them permanently … or
2002, when we orga-
nized the People’s Sum-
mit on High-Level
Waste, a nation-wide
caravan to fight Yucca
Mountain, and started the movement for Hardened On-Site Stor-
age (HOSS) …

This year is important more for what we have begun and the
challenges we have taken on—setting us on the path to create the
energy revolution that we need to protect the environment and
revitalize our communities. Last year, we took a hard look at our-
selves and realized that we don’t just want a future without nuclear
power. We are working for a future where our communities are
prosperous, self-sustaining, and healthy—not just nuclear-free.
We are committed to vibrant communities where democracy flour-
ishes and where the despair that nuclear power breeds has ended.

In 2007, we put this new vision into practice and began cam-
paigns that hold this dual promise of laying the groundwork for
revitalization and democracy and breaking the nuclear chain.
Nowhere is this more true than in Vermont. In the last two years,
CAN helped build a statewide coalition (Safe Power Vermont)
and mobilized a grassroots movement to shut Vermont Yankee
and create a renewable energy-based system. Passed in 2006, Act
160 gives the state the ultimate authority over whether VY can
operate after its original license termination date of 2012—mak-
ing Vermont the first state ever to do so. Last spring, a coalition
of groups including Safe Power Vermont helped pass legislation
that required Vermont to generate 45% of its electricity from
renewables by 2018; Governor Douglas vetoed this progressive
legislation. As the movement to shut VY gains momentum, so
does the consensus for green energy.

Entergy has applied to NRC for a 20-year license extension,
to run VY until 2032. But because of Act 160, it must get the
state to pass a resolution authorizing VY to operate past 2012.
Entergy is throwing all of its resources into getting that law passed
– and CAN must throw everything we have into stopping them.
CAN has never fought on the legislative level in this way. We

have taken on big is-
sues, campaigns, and
lawsuits before, but
this job requires an ex-
tra set of tools we have
never needed before.

First, we need
someone to do the 24/
7 job of holding legis-
lators accountable, ad-
vocating for the
people, and signaling
to us where and when
we need to mobilize
the grassroots.  In
short, a lobbyist—a
people’s lobbyist.
Eighth-generation Ver-
monter and former
state legislator Bob
Stannard has left his
job with the Town of
Bennington to work

for CAN in the state capitol. Second, we need to make sure every
Vermonter knows not just about VY, but knows that we have the
opportunity to shut it down, and what they can do to make it hap-
pen. We also need to build a network of people to call on to act at
just the right times to stop Entergy’s bill from moving forward.
We are recruiting, training, and equipping a team of organizers
on the ground, to knock on doors throughout the state to inform
people and get them involved.

To take on this campaign, we have set up a sister organiza-
tion that can do legislative work under IRS tax rules—Vermont
Citizens Action Network. VCAN will direct and fund the lobby-
ing and canvassing work, while CAN will continue building the
grassroots organizing and protest campaign. Bringing all of these
tools to bear, we will mobilize and focus the will of the people to
stop Entergy, shut VY, and replace it with safe energy, good jobs,
and a healthy environment like we never have before.

Across the border, in New York State, we are forging another
road by leading the Central New York (CNY) Public Power Coa-
lition. For nearly two years, CAN and the coalition have been
organizing the community of Syracuse to form its own power
company and generate electricity as a non-profit. With public
power, we could realize CAN’s vision of a future based on re-
newable energy where people have local, democratic control over
our energy supply. In fact, done at-cost by a municipal utility,
green energy could cost almost half as much as we are paying
now, and Syracuse alone could save up to $40 million per year!
Making energy affordable and keeping our energy dollars local
would make the whole community stronger and could be a cata-
lyst for local businesses and good, long-term jobs.

Our success in Vermont and Central New York can create
models for states, communities, and the whole nation to pursue.

- Tim Judson, President, CAN

A Letter From Tim Judson,
President, Citizens Awareness Network

Protestors drop a banner at Entergy headquarters in Brattleboro last March.



Shut It Down is a
womenÕs affinity group
that honors the principles
of non-violence in its re-
sistance to Vermont Yan-
kee by agreeing to refuse
bail, fines, or community
service and standing pro
se (that is, individuals
representing themselves
without lawyers) in court.
Because charges against
members of Shut It
Down have been dropped
six times, the affinity
groupÕs principles have

not yet been truly tested during the campaign to close Vermont
Yankee.

Shut It Down staged its first action in 2005 with a simple
trespass at EntergyÕs corporate headquarters in Vernon, VT dur-
ing a CAN rally and followed that action with another aimed at
chaining the gates shut.

During a third action, the women placed personal effigies at
the nuclear reactor in Vernon and then proceeded to Entergy head-

With each passing month Vermont Yankee lurches closer to
permanent shutdown. The aging plantÕs license expires on March
23, 2012. Of course Entergy wants to run the plant for another
twenty to forty years. ItÕs making bucket-loads of cash selling 50
% of the plantÕs output at premium prices outside Vermont while
Vermont utilities have a sweetheart below market deal until 2012.
In return for cheap power, Vermont hosts a dangerous aging relic
complete with six hundred tons of high-level waste, which will
remain on site for a very long time.

To get the public to accept the risky business of running an
outdated machine beyond itÕs design limits, Entergy and a group
of highly paid atomic cheerleaders bombard the public with full-
page ads, constant radio commercials, and glowing testimonials.
The theme repeated over and over- Vermont Yankee is ÒClean,
Safe, and Reliable.Ó

Of course some believe EntergyÕs spiel what with VTÕs Gov.
Douglas parroting EntergyÕs PR. But CAN hears a growing num-
ber of Vermonters voicing disgust and distrust in response to the
VY PR machine. Several times each month CAN members are
invited to speak at gatherings held around the state. Citizens are
anxious to hear our message and voice their concerns.

CANÕs membership in Vermont is steadily growing. How-
ever, since late August 2007, concern about Vermont Yankee safety
has increased substantially. In August a recently inspected cool-
ing tower at the plant unexpectedly collapsed. The company tried
to downplay the incident. When someone from inside the facility
leaked photos of the catastrophic collapse, the public got a clear
picture of what years of deferred maintenance leads to and the

Vermont Yankee: Clean, Safe, and Reliable?

deep deceit of EntergyÕs unending spin about safety.
We in Vermont are excited that EntergyÕs reckless manage-

ment and irresponsible self-promotion are unmasked. CANÕs or-
ganizing efforts will undoubtly gain significant momentum and
growing public support as we move closer to the day Vermont
Yankee is turned off and replaced with safe, affordable, and sus-
tainable power sources that people do not have to fear but rather
be proud of.

- Chris Williams, PO Box 132, Hancock, VT 05748
  802.767.4276

Shut It Down Affinity Group
quarters demanding to speak with the corporationÕs president.

The women spray painted danger signs on the reactorÕs drive-
way and in a subsequent action draped a sign that said Vermont
Yankee: Weapon of Mass Destruction over the main Entergy cor-
porate sign. They again returned twice to the reactor, chaining
themselves across the driveway to prevent people from entering
the dangerous facility.

When the VT stateÕs attorney continually dropped the
charges, the Shut It Down Women, boldly challenging their dis-
missal, appeared as originally scheduled in Windham County
District Court demanding that they be held accountable for their
actions. The judge quickly vacated the courtroom.

The affinity group includes or has included Julia Bonafine
of Shrewsbury, VT; Claire Chang of Gill, MA; Jo Comerford of
Florence, MA; Frances Crowe and Paki Wieland of Northamp-
ton, MA; Dorthee (her full name) of Wendell, MA; Marcia
Gagliardi and Hattie Nestel of Athol, MA; Ellen Graves of West
Springfield, MA. Julia, the only Vermonter, is in her thirties. The
others are in their sixties, seventies, or eighties. Support for Shut
It Down has included Deb Katz and Harvey Schaktman of CAN,
Mary-Ann DeVita Palmieri of New Salem, MA; Pat Larson of
Orange, MA, and a number of women from Wendell, MA.

- Marcia Gagliardi, Shut It Down Affinity Group


